Leaders and Nobodies
passive, may strain existing institutions or destroy
them.
In such a situation those who have the deepest
sense of the community may take one of two courses.
They may seize power themselves, using their superior
knowledge of social institutions or their superior
capacity for influencing others. Thus the particujar
John Smiths and Mary Browns who have the sense
of community may support a dictatorship; and it
may be assumed that they do so for the advantage of
the whole community. But if they take this course
they misunderstand what is actually most advantageous
for all men. They prove themselves ignorant of the
fact that a man is a man only in so far as he "goes
of himself."
On the other hand, those with the deepest sense of
the community may use their ability mainly to spread
more widely and to deepen that sense in all others;
and thus the John Smiths and Mary Browns who
"save the republic" do so by inducing a greater
number to save it. This is democracy. It does not
imply that all the nobodies are equally alive to public
affairs; but it does imply that they all have unused
capacities of thought and emotion, as well as of
muscle, to be brought out by skilful appeal or by
newly devised customs and institutions. The new
situation, in which unrest and lack of confidence is
widespread, especially among the young, cannot be
understood nor controlled by the use of the traditional
phrases and the old institutions.